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R.F. (PIK) BOTHA

Fax :

8 December 2003

Ms. Maggie Davey
Jacang Media
Johannesburg

Fax no 011-648-5516

Dear Ms. Davey,

With reference to your letters of 6 and 17 November 2003, my responses to
the allegations are as follows;

Allegation 1;
You are a shareholder in ATIC, a company which deals in various

commodities.

Response:
ATIC Holdings (Pty) Ltd. (Africa Trade and Investment Corporation) was

incorporated in 1998. The nature of the business was that of & holding
company although it did sell agricultural products to local and overseas
customers. | held 2.5% shares in ATIC holdings which cost me R25 000.00.
The company eventually ran out of business and became dormant on 1 March
2000. | lost my investment of R25 000.00 and that was the end of the story.
Mr. Bobby Makwetla, a prominent ANC member, was the Chairman of ATIC.

Allegation 2:
You have a past in sanctions-busting, and that sanctions-busting was in fact

an important activity of the S.A. Ministry of Foreign Affairs which you headed
for a long pericd of time.

Response;

The Department of Foreign Affairs was a member of a committee consisting
of several departments entrusted with the task of circumventing sanctions. In
general, frade between South Africa and European countries was not
seriously affected by sanctions. We overcame the loss of trade with countries
which applied sanctions against us by establishing new trade links with
countries with whom we had no trade relations before.
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moving in respected circles of French society. 1 am not aware of any
involvement by Mr. Ollivier in any arms deals. Mr. Roussin was a respected
French official. He Was not a close colleague of Mr. Oliivier They merefy
knew each other. | can hardly believe that it js beyond the Capagity: of Jacena
Media to obtain the correct background infprmatigm in F?SPQQt ?fthr;am A

Allegation 7

You met Mr. Ollivier and his close colleague, Mr. Roussin during a stopover at
Roissy airport, Paris, around mid-March 1988, two weeks before the murder
of ANC Pgzris representative, Ms. Dulcie September.

Response:

In March 1988, | was heavily pre-occupied with our efforts to achjeve a
solution to the vexing problems of ending the war in Angola and
implementation of U.N. Security Council Resolution 435 which provided for
the independence of South West Africa (Namibia). Pres. Reagan’s second
term of office would have come to an end by the end of 1988. As we dig not
know who would be the next U.S. President, | realised that | wauld have to
exert myself to the utmost to achieve an agreement with the Angolans and
Cubans on Cuban troop withdrawai from Angola, thus paving the way for
Namibia’s Independence,

I visited Chili ang Uruguay from 9 to 12 March 1988

I flew to Geneva, Switzerland on 12 or 13 March 1988 for talks with Dr,
Chester Crocker On a new initiative for g Peace plan to end the war in Angola.

| cannot recall a ‘stop-over’ in Paris on my way to Geneya
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airport proceeding to Geneva, the peace-talks with Dr. Crocker was
uppermost in my mind, Meeting with Mr. Ollivier on my way to Geneva would
have been an event that | would have remembered. As far as | am concerned,
such a meeting did not take place. But why not contact Mr. Ollivier and ask
him about this allegation. | have not had any contact with Mr. Ollivier for a
number of years, but | assume that it will not be difficult to get in touch with
him. ’

Be that as it may. Whether | passed via Paris to Geneva or not, and/or
whether | met Mr. Ollivier at a Paris airport ar not: | find it repugnant if not
sickening to insinuate that any meeting anywhere and at any time with Mr.
Ollivier, could have had anything to do with Ms. September’s murder on 29
March 1988. Clearly, such an insinuation is per se defamatory. Indeed, it
amounts to criminal defamation. The innuendo is not only false and malicious.
It can only be made with criminal intention to slander.

It would be appreciated if you could furnish me with the name and contact
details of the author of the relevant passage. In terms of the Constitution of
South Africa, | am entitled to be informed of the identity of the author,

Yours sincerely,

R.F. Botha





