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FICTION

Mr R.F. Botha

Dear Mr Botha,
Johannesburg, 4-8-2005

Thank you very much for your reply to our earlier letter, dated 8-12-2003. We appreciate your anti-
racist and anti-apartheid stance as Minister of Foreign Affairs in several apartheid governments. It is
not our intention to defame you, least of all as a racist and/or old apartheid propagandist.

However, there are matters of an entirely different nature which we would still like to have your
comments on. On some issues, you have responded and your responses are noted. On other issues,
however, we still would like to receive input from you.

We will welcome a personal interview if you deem it appropriate and useful to give us the necessary
amount of your time, in order to give us a chance to properly record you statements and views.

The matter we would like to have (further) comment from you on, mainly, is your denial that you or
your department were ever involved in arms trade or transports.

Our information is the following.

The transport of explosives for the London ANC office bombing in 1982 took place via diplomatic
bag —surely a vehicle of DFA-; ‘explosives transports’ between Israel, France and South Africa, were
referred to in a DFA telex in early 1988.

Both Mr Craig Williamson and French researchers have confirmed that arms sales were an unofficial
part of the prisoner exchange operation in 1987.

You were found by the JALC commission of enquiry to have personally recommended military
intelligence front company JALC to the homeland governments of Transkei and Ciskei.

You appointed Mr Vito Palazzolo, a money launderer and arms dealer, as Ciskei ambassador.

Mr Palazzolo's home base, the Ciskei, was under the control of the Department of Foreign Affairs.
The Ciskei was also the station of the Directorate for Covert Collection, which had companies
registered for it by Mr Penzhorn, who was also your personal lawyer

During the late eighties, you were present on flights to and from Angola with Mr Albert Vermaas
(later convicted for fraud). Mr Vermaas was reported by British intelligence as engaging in arms-for-
diamond sales between South Africa and that country. By your own admission, Mr Vermaas was a
good friend of yours.



Arms trader Mr Alain Guenon, -his name was mentioned by several independent sources in
connection to the murder of Mr Anton Lubowski in Namibia and the murder of Duicie
September in Paris, which were both murders connected to illegal trade-, was

according to ANC intelligence also a close friend of yours.

Other sources have stated that you were close to Mr Bogdan Letowt, a Polish South African resident,
who traded arms through Polski Trading and various other companies; according to these sources,
you once phoned Mr Letowt in anger, which was caused by the fact that you did not get a personal
cut of a certain deal.

ATIC also had technology and defence components to it. Please still comment on the allegation that
Mr Jagau ‘ was your frontman’ in ATIC.

There were reports, during the Commonwealth Heads of State Summit in Durban in 2000, that you
approached some present as a representative of Paramount Logistics. As such, you would have
advertised British Aerospace-made armoured vehicles.

Our research shows a definite link between arms — and other illegal trade, and the murders of Dulcie
September, Anton Lubowski, and Chris Hani, since all three opposed arms dealers or -middlemen’s
schemes to obtain lucrative contracts in the southern African region.

Most worryingly, according to our information, Mr_ a DCC and CCB operative, who,
according to our research, was part of the Donald Acheson-team that shot Mr Lubowski in Windhoek
(*), has told friends that he knows you personally. He has also alleged that you were part of the
decision to kill Mr Lubowski.

It is of course a fact that sanctions busting did offer many business opportunities to prominent
individuals who engage in it, and that you yourself, a prominent person for a long period of time,
admit to engaging in it 'very successfully'. It is also a fact that a lot of sanctions busting from and to
South Africa took place via homelands such as Ciskei, Transkei and Bophuthatswana, which were, as
you were SA minister of foreign affairs, areas under your control. It is also a fact that most sanctions
busting concerned arms, diamonds and oil, and that it is in the arms, diamonds and oil trade that one
inevitably rubs shoulders with professional smugglers, mafiosi and the like. As a consequence, one
might find oneself in the vicinity of other unsavoury acts committed by such individuals.

We once again offer you the opportunity to express your views on the above matters. if you wish to
meet with our researchers in a personal interview, we will be happy to facilitate this.

Yours sincerely,
Jacana researchers

(*) Though the media have linked East Rand policemen within ‘ the CCB’ to this murder, we stand
by the exhaustive research that led to this finding





